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TIME CODE VIDEO AUDIO

01:00:00:00 RAY:
The jaguar is a very iconic animal.

We have a sense of pride that this apex predator is
still with us, but the jaguar is losing its home.

01:00:17:23 NARRATOR:
HUMAN EXPANSION THREATENS JAGUARS
ACROSS THE AMERICAS.

PERHAPS NO MORE CRITICALLY THAN A SIX
MILE (NEARLY 10 KILOMETER) CORRIDOR IN
BELIZE THAT CONNECTS THE COUNTRY’S
LARGEST JAGUAR HABITATS.

01:00:30:08 EMMA:
We have this bottleneck of area left. So there is a race

against time to make sure that the corridor remains.

01:00:37:14 GRAPHIC:
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01:00:52:21 RAY:
GRAPHIC: When | was a young kid, | would go in the forest with
RAY CAL my father, sometimes my grandfather, and they would

Wildlife Ecologist tell me stories about the jaguar.

The jaguar was revered by the ancient Mayas, so
much as to put him as one of their prominent gods.

I'm a Maya person, so when | started to work with the
jaguars, | felt that connection.

01:01:20:10 NARRATOR:
RAY CAL MANAGES RUNAWAY CREEK, A
NATURE RESERVE, AND A BIG CAT HOTSPOT.

THE JAGUAR IS THE LARGEST CAT IN THE
AMERICAS.

A GIFTED HUNTER THAT KEEPS PREY
POPULATIONS UNDER CONTROL.
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7. | 01:01:38:03 GRAPHIC: EMMA:
EMMA SANCHEZ Jaguars are the ones that are balancing everything.

Wildlife Researcher . .
There's so many habitats, so many different prey that

they affect.

If we have too many herbivores, they might overeat
certain plants that are necessary for the ecosystem.

8. | 01:01:58:16 NARRATOR:

UNTIL THE EARLY 1900s, JAGUARS COULD BE
FOUND ACROSS THE AMERICAS, FROM
ARGENTINA’S GRASSLANDS TO ARIZONA’S
GRAND CANYON.

BUT AS MORE PEOPLE MOVED IN, JAGUAR
NUMBERS DECLINED, AND IN SOME PLACES
THE CATS DISAPPEARED COMPLETELY.

g | 01:02:18:03 EMMA:
Their historic range has shrunk to about 50% of what it

used to be.

We no longer have them in the US, in El Salvador.
Now, If you want to see a jaguar, you come to Belize

10, 01:02:32:18 NARRATOR:

EMMA SANCHEZ WORKS FOR PANTHERA, A
NONPROFIT THAT PIONEERED JAGUAR
CONSERVATION, AND ESTABLISHED BELIZE AS
A STRONGHOLD FOR BIG CATS.

11] 01:02:45:03 EMMA:
We do have a lot of habitat left where they can thrive,

space to move, to find a mate. There is a lot of prey,
there's also a lot of water available.

But even within Belize, the rate of deforestation
increased in the last 10 years.
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12,

01:03:05:07

GRAPHIC:

Map shows Belize’s location
in Central America, then
zooms in to show its
protected areas and the Maya
Forest Corridor in between

NARRATOR:

MORE THAN 35% OF THE COUNTRY’S LAND
AREA IS PROTECTED.

BUT IT IS SEPARATED INTO TWO LARGE
CLUSTERS IN THE NORTH AND SOUTH.

THEIR ONLY CONNECTION IS A NARROW
PATCHWORK OF FORESTS, FARMS, AND
VILLAGES, KNOWN AS THE MAYA FOREST
CORRIDOR.

13,

01:03:29:18

EMMA:

It is important for Jaguars to move along this corridor,
because that would ensure that their population does
not get isolated.

And with isolation, we can get into inbreeding.

14,

01:03:42:13

NARRATOR:

POTENTIAL MATES NEED TO CROSS THIS
CORRIDOR TO MAINTAIN GENETIC DIVERSITY
AND POPULATION HEALTH, BUT MANY WON'T
SURVIVE THE JOURNEY.

15,

01:03:52:14

EMMA:

The corridor has a lot of human activities. There's
agriculture, there's some villages, and private land
use.

Once jaguars start going into the human dominated
landscape, that's where they have a high risk of being
killed.

16,

01:04:16:18

GRAPHIC:
NICASIO COC
Farmer

NICASIO:
| was raised in a family that do a lot of farming, and
one of my passions is rearing pigs.

Yes, we do have problems with jaguars. We started to
see jaguar footprints around pig pens.

Good practices and good husbandry is the only way to
secure pigs here in this area.

17,

01:04:45:21

EMMA:

A farmer is okay seeing jaguars around the farm, but
that perception quickly is like a switch. As soon as a
jaguar attacks his livestock, he wants that jaguar
dead.
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01:05:02:05 NARRATOR:

HUMAN-JAGUAR CONFLICTS ARE ON THE RISE,
AS THE CORRIDOR RAPIDLY LOSES ITS
RAINFOREST.

18,

19| 01:05:10:00 RAY:
The core forest, 10 years ago it was 700 square

kilometers (270 square miles), but now it is only 300
(116 square miles).

They say that these limestone hills make very good
quality materials for road and construction.

We have a mining company in this direction. We have
another mining company in this direction.

0] 01:05:41:07 NARRATOR:

MOST OF THE CORRIDOR IS UNPROTECTED,
WITH ONE KEY EXCEPTION: THE PRIVATE
RESERVE THAT RAY MANAGES.

RUNAWAY CREEK IS ONLY 6000 ACRES (2428
HECTARES), BUT IT REACHES OUT FROM THE
SOUTH, INTO THE HEART OF THE CORRIDOR,
LIKE A LIFELINE FOR JAGUARS.

51| 01:06:00:07 RAY:
If ever Runaway Creek would be developed, there will

be a disconnection in the Maya Forest Corridor.

29| 01:06:11:13 EMMA:
If we do not decrease the rate of deforestation, we are

going to lose more and more populations of jaguars.

00:06:22:08 NARRATOR:

CONSERVATIONISTS, LIKE EMMA AND RAY,
RACE TO PRESERVE THE PIECES OF THE
CORRIDOR THAT JAGUARS USE THE MOST.

23,

BUT DETERMINING WHERE CATS GO IS EASIER
SAID THAN DONE.

RAY:

I've been here in the field for 22 years, and I've seen
jaguar only five times. | know they're around, I've seen
a lot of fresh tracks, but to see them is a different
story.
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01:06:50:21 NARRATOR:

PANTHERA'’S PLAN IS TO PLACE HIDDEN
CAMERAS THROUGHOUT THE CORRIDOR TO
IDENTIFY THE CRITICAL PATHS THE CATS TAKE.

24,

EMMA LOOKS FOR SIGNS THAT JAGUARS HAVE
BEEN HERE: FRESH DROPPINGS.

05| 01:07:05:15 EMMA:
It is very exciting to find a spot that has poop and even

Scrapes.

01:07:10:06 NARRATOR:

MULTIPLE SCRAPES ON THE GROUND OR ON
TREES ARE A SIGN THAT THIS IS A HIGH
TRAFFIC AREA.

26.

27/ 01:07:17:18 EMMA:
They are considered territorial. So one individual

marks, and then if another one comes here eventually
it becomes a cluster, and that’s how they
communicate.

Seeing that there is multiple scrapes here, definitely
this will be a good spot to put a camera.

01:07:38:18 NARRATOR:
WITH LUCK, THIS TRAP WILL SHOW EMMA HOW
MANY JAGUARS USE THIS AREA.

28,

g/ 01:07:45:17 EMMA:
The camera traps are going to be triggered as the

animal goes crossing by.

Even though these cameras flash, they do not seem to
interfere with the species behavior. We do not stress
the animal.

| think what excites me now is the video footage that
we’re now doing, where we can get some of these
animals in action. You start learning about the
population and start learning about what they're doing
on their daily lives.

30| 01:08:27:13 NARRATOR:
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THESE RARE GLIMPSES SHOW THAT JAGUARS
OF EVERY LIFE STAGE USE THE SAME
SECTIONS OF THE CORRIDOR.

31.

01:08:34:14

EMMA:

We saw a male jaguar walking around with a female.
It's like, “Oh! These ones are together!” So we're
going to expect the cubs anytime soon.

32.

01:08:51:07

NARRATOR:
ONE TRAP CAN ONLY TELL THE STORY OF A
FEW INDIVIDUALS.

EMMA NEEDS DATA FOR THE ENTIRE
CORRIDOR.

33.

01:09:00:17

EMMA:
Our camera traps need to expand a very large area,
as much as we can possibly handle.

So private landowners can definitely help us in jaguar
conservation just by providing us permission to use
their land.

34.

01:09:16:09

NARRATOR:
TO COVER MORE GROUND, SHE HAS
RECRUITED UNLIKELY ALLIES: FARMERS.

35.

01:09:22:09

NICASIO:
It is very important to protect jaguars so that we can
have that balance in the ecosystem.

We are here to stay, and therefore we have to find
ways in which we can coexist.

36.

01:09:36:06

EMMA:

There’s a lot of communication and coordination with
the landowners. Because of that, we've tripled the
amount of effort that we're doing when it comes to
camera trapping.

37.

01:09:47:00

NARRATOR:
PANTHERA HAS NOW DEPLOYED MORE THAN
200 CAMERA TRAPS.

38.

01:09:52:14

EMMA:
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The bigger the better. The more samples we can get,
and the more we can know about the cat, to pin it
down on what we should be doing as a country.

39/ 01:10:03:22 NARRATOR:

RAY USES A DIFFERENT METHOD TO TRACK
THE CATS.

GPS COLLARS PROVIDE LONG-TERM DATA ON
HOW JAGUARS MOVE THROUGH THE
CORRIDOR. BUT HIS TEAM HAS TO GET CLOSE
TO THE CATS.

1:10:18:
40, 01:10:18:08 RAY:

| was the one that diverted the cat's attention, so that
my other colleague can get a very good shot with the
tranquilizer.

41) 01:10:28:15 NARRATOR:

THEY SEDATE THE JAGUAR TEMPORARILY, SO
NO ONE GETS HURT.

THEN AFFIX A SATELLITE TRANSMITTER. WITHIN
MINUTES, THE CAT WAKES UP AND BEGINS
TRANSMITTING DATA.

1:10:41:1
42/ 01:10:41:18 RAY:

The GPS collars, they have a VHF signal that we
track. We want to see how jaguars are using the
landscape and how far they range.

43) 01:10:52:04 NARRATOR:
BOTH THE COLLARS AND CAMERAS HELP
PINPOINT THE JAGUARS’ HIDDEN PATHWAYS.

NOW, 30 ORGANIZATIONS JOIN WITH PANTHERA
TO PURCHASE AND PRESERVE THESE HIGH
PRIORITY AREAS.

THEY’VE ALREADY SECURED 30,000 NEW
ACRES (OVER 12,000 HECTARES), WITH PLANS
TO CONNECT RUNAWAY CREEK TO THE OTHER
SIDE OF THE CORRIDOR.
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44| 01:11:18:16 EMMA:
| think one of the big successes for Panthera is the

ground truthing that was done for the corridor,
identifying where the best locations would be.

And now we can replicate these types of monitoring in
other parts of the world.

45) 01:11:34:14 NARRATOR:
EMMA AND RAY’S EFFORTS ARE PART OF A
LARGER PLAN.

THEIR COUNTERPARTS WORK TO ASSESS AND
THEN PROTECT CORRIDORS BETWEEN KEY
BIODIVERSITY AREAS ACROSS 17 OTHER
COUNTRIES.

THIS COULD ONE DAY RECONNECT JAGUAR
HABITAT FROM MEXICO, THROUGH BELIZE, ALL
THE WAY TO ARGENTINA.

46, 01:11:54:23 RAY:
It is here that | saw my first jaguar, my first spider

monkey, and my first tapir.

| am optimistic that the Maya Forest Corridor will
continue to be viable for wildlife.

47| 01:12:17:04 GRAPHIC:
Credits

48] TRT 13:01:10 ouT




