WILD HOPE
Cougar Crossing

TIME CODE VIDEO AUDIO
01:00:00:00 BETH PRATT:
| didn't believe it at first. | was like, there was no
way a mountain lion is living in the middle of Los
Angeles. He was from this area, the central Santa
Monica Mountains. Made an impossible journey
across this freeway to find a new home in Griffith
Park. He lived there for 10 years and showed what
was possible with coexistence. His story is what
really got this monumental wildlife crossing built. If
LA can build the world's largest wildlife crossing,
what excuse does anywhere else have?
01:00:33:22 | Title WILD HOPE: COUGAR CROSSING
01:00:41:15 BETH PRATT:
There's something about an animal that's held on
PO from the ice age. So many of the animals from that
01:00:49:05 #(I-)II‘gER time, giant sloths and saber tooths, they're gone.
BETH PRATT
Regional
Executive
Director
National
Wildlife
Federation
01:00:54:10 VO:

MOUNTAIN LIONS ONCE ROAMED ACROSS
THE AMERICAS AND PICKED UP MANY NAMES
ALONG THE WAY-PUMA, COUGAR, PANTHER,
CATAMOUNT.

BUT FOR THE PAST FEW CENTURIES,
MOUNTAIN LIONS WERE DEMONIZED AS A
THREAT AND HUNTED TO NEAR-EXTINCTION
EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPI.

THEY’'RE HOLDING ON IN OPEN AREAS OF
THE WEST, BUT HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IS
SHRINKING THEIR REMAINING TERRITORY
AND EVEN FORCING THEM INTO URBAN
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AREAS INCLUDING THE HEART OF LOS
ANGELES.

01:01:37:100

BETH PRATT:

Most of my career was spent in parks like Yosemite
and Yellowstone, places where wildlife in my mind
should be.

01:01:46:01

VO:

BUT THEN BETH MET JEFF SIKICH, A
WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST WHO WORKS IN THE
PARKLANDS JUST WEST OF LA.

01:01:55:01

BETH PRATT:

He drove me around, showed me the freeways and
how the mountain lions were going to go extinct if
we didn't do something.

01:02:02:13

VO:

WITHOUT IMPROVED CONNECTIVITY,
SCIENTISTS SAY THERE IS NEARLY ONE-IN-
FOUR CHANCE THAT THE LOCAL MOUNTAIN
LION POPULATION WILL GO EXTINCT IN THE
NEXT 50 YEARS.

10.

01:02:14:19

01:02:16:12

LOWER
THIRD:
JEFF SIKICH
Wildlife
Biologist

JEFF SIKICH:

We've been doing research for two decades now
here in the Santa Monica Mountains. We've been
collecting a lot of data from mountain lions, bobcats,
coyote, deer, lizards, and bird species.

11.

01:02:27:19

VO:

SURROUNDED BY THE PACIFIC COAST, 2
MASSIVE FREEWAYS AND AGRICULTURAL
FIELDS, WILDLIFE HERE IS LARGELY BOUND
INSIDE THE PARK.

12.

01:02:38:03

BETH PRATT:
You cut off the Santa Monica mountains from the
entire rest of the world when the 101 went in.

13.

01:02:42:10

JEFF SIKICH:
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They are trapped in this island of habitat.

14.

01:02:45:22

VO:

A SINGLE MALE MOUNTAIN LION NEEDS
ABOUT ONE HUNDRED SQUARE MILES TO
HUNT AND FIND A MATE.

15.

01:02:53:19

JEFF SIKICH:

The greatest challenge for mountain lions and other
wildlife, but in particular mountain lions because
they require huge amounts of space, is the
fragmentation of these natural areas.

16.

01:03:03:23

VO:

IF THEIR TERRITORY GETS TOO SMALL,
MATING BECOMES AN UNHEALTHY FAMILY
AFFAIR.

17.

01:03:09:20

JEFF SIKICH:

This very close inbreeding leads to very low genetic
diversity. Our small population here has some of
the lowest genetic diversity ever recorded.

18.

01:03:19:00

VO:

THAT CAN FIRST LEAD TO PHYSICAL
DEFECTS, A GENETIC WARNING SIGN, AND
ULTIMATELY, THE INABILITY TO REPRODUCE.

19.

01:03:28:15

VO:

AS BOXED IN AS THE SANTA MONICA
MOUNTAINS ARE, ONE MOUNTAIN LION GOT
OUT, ONLY TO FIND HIMSELF IN AN EVEN
MORE PRECARIOUS SPOT.

P-22, THE 22ND LOCAL PUMA RADIO
COLLARED BY BIOLOGISTS IN 2012, GREW UP
BY THE COAST.

20.

01:03:48:13

BETH PRATT:
When he came of age, he did what a mountain lion
needed to do, which is go find my own home.
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21.

01:03:54:11

VO:
THE YOUNG CAT BRAVED LA’S NOTORIOUS
FREEWAYS IN SEARCH OF MORE SPACE.

22.

01:04:01:08

BETH PRATT:

He made it somehow! Successfully crossed the 405
and the 101, makes it to Griffith Park, which hadn't
seen a mountain lion in decades.

| just love that this cat who doesn't like to be seen
still makes it in such an urban and exposed place
like Los Angeles. How can you not root for that?

23.

01:04:23:01

VO:

P-22 HAD FOUND A SMALL SCRAP OF
TERRITORY DEEP INSIDE THE CITY. BUT THE
HIGHWAYS STILL SEPARATE HIM AND HIS
BIRTH PLACE FROM THE LARGER OPEN
RANGES TO THE NORTHWEST.

24.

01:04:37:04

BETH PRATT:

| said, Hey, at the end of the day, Jeff, how can |
help? | just started my job with the National Wildlife
Federation and he is like, oh, there's this little
wildlife crossing we've been trying to get built.

25.

01:04:47:02

VO:

A CROSSING TO OPEN UP A PATH FOR ALL
WILDLIFE OUT OF THE SANTA MONICA
MOUNTAINS.

MOUNTAIN LIONS ARE AN UMBRELLA
SPECIES - A CREATURE WHOSE PROTECTION
BENEFITS MANY OTHERS. OFTEN, BY
KEEPING HABITAT INTACT.

26.

01:05:03:14

BETH PRATT:

Every animal in the Santa Monica mountains is
going to benefit from this. Not only will animals be
traveling on top of it, but you'll have monarch
butterflies laying their eggs on it. You'll have
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western fence lizards making their home, foxes
hanging out on it.

27.

01:05:18:01

VO:

BUT BUILDING WHAT WOULD BE THE
WORLD’S LARGEST WILDLIFE CROSSING
REQUIRES BROAD PUBLIC SUPPORT AND
GENEROUS FUNDING.

P-22’S STORY BECAME AN OPPORTUNITY.

28.

01:05:31:13

01:05:37:09

LOWER
THIRD:
STEVE
WINTER,
PHOTOGRA
PHER

STEVE WINTER:

| had this Nat Geo assignment: What we need to
really show urban wildlife would be to get a
mountain lion with the Hollywood sign.

29.

01:05:41:05

JEFF SIKICH:
I laughed. I'm like, dude, that's not possible. He
came out anyways.

30.

01:05:46:15

STEVE WINTER:

We tried and failed so many times over so many
months. And then finally Jeff goes, | think | found
the perfect trail. And no people are allowed to walk
up there.

31.

01:06:00:16

VO:

ARMED WITH P-22’S GPS COLLAR
COORDINATES AND STEVE’S CAMERA TRAPS,
JEFF AND STEVE TRACKED THE CAT FOR 15
MONTHS.

FINALLY, THEIR PATIENCE PAID OFF.

32.

01:06:32:12

BETH PRATT:

The Steve Winter photo with the Hollywood sign
was in National Geographic in 2013. And that's
when P-22 went A-lister.
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33.

01:06:42:07

KAITLYN HECK:
| think we should take a moment and talk about
pP22.

34.

01:06:49:20

PHOEBE CARNES:
There’s not many animals out there that can say
they’ve changed the landscape of Los Angeles.

35.

01:06:54:20

Text On-
Screen:
Big Cat
Confirmed

P-22: The
World’s Most
Famous
Mountain
Lion

VO:

P-22 SOON BECAME, AS BETH CALLED HIM,
THE BRAD PITT OF THE MOUNTAIN LION
WORLD.

FOR A DECADE, HE HID IN PLAIN SIGHT IN A
PARK VISITED BY MORE THAN TEN MILLION
PEOPLE A YEAR. THE SHY CELEBRITY
BECAME THE ICON OF A MOVEMENT TO
BUILD THE CROSSING.

36.

01:07:27:01

BETH PRATT:
P-22 really got people like myself to rethink that a
freeway is not irredeemable.

We are trying to put a wildlife crossing in an urban
area in over one of the busiest freeways in the
country. It's a 10 lane freeway with 300 to 400,000
cars a day in traffic.

37.

01:07:47:05

VO:

FOR YEARS, JEFF AND HIS TEAM HAVE USED
CAMERA TRAPS, RADIO TELEMETRY AND GPS
COLLARS TO PINPOINT THE RIGHT SPOT TO
BUILD.

38.

01:07:57:02

JEFF SIKICH:

We have the mountain lions coming up to the
freeway on both ends and most animals don't even
attempt to cross.

39.

01:08:03:15

BETH PRATT:
The animals themselves really are the ones who
showed us the way.
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40.

01:08:07:21

BETH PRATT:
Welcome to the groundbreaking for the Wallis-
Annenberg Wildlife Crossing.

41.

01:08:14:04

VO:

ON EARTH DAY IN 2022, THE TEAM BROKE
GROUND ON THE WALLIS ANNENBERG
WILDLIFE CROSSING:

42.

01:08:21:10

LOWER
THIRD:

ALAN
SALAZAR
Chumash and
Tataviam
Storyteller

ALAN SALAZAR:

| want to pray for all the animals. My tribes, the
Chumash, the Tataviam, we are clan people. We
have the eagle clan, the bear clan, the mountain
lion clan. But it's our job to protect them. We built
these roads and these highways; now it's our job to
protect them.”

43.

01:08:38:10

LOWER
THIRD:
MIGUEL
ORDENANA
Biologist

MIGUEL ORDENANA:

I’'m the biologist who had the privilege of
discovering P-22 about 10 years ago. He’s arguably
the most impactful wildlife story that the
conservation community has ever seen.

44,

01:08:50:00

BETH PRATT:
This is the 101 freeway, and the crossing is literally
going to extend right over this freeway.

45.

01:08:57:11

VO:

THIS CRITICAL CORRIDOR IS THE FIRST STEP
IN EXPANDING THE RANGE OF THE
THREATENED LOCAL MOUNTAIN LIONS INTO
THE SIERRA MADRE MOUNTAINS AND
BEYOND.

46.

01:09:07:08

BETH PRATT:

This to me is still a symbol of resiliency and what's
possible when both wildlife and people work
together.

47.

01:09:17:13

VO:
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WITH COMPLETION EXPECTED IN 2025, THE
FINISHED CROSSING WILL HAVE VEGETATED
SOUND WALLS TO DAMPEN TRAFFIC NOISE,
DEFLECTORS TO DIM LIGHT POLLUTION, AND
NATIVE PLANTS ON TOP.

48. [ 01:09:30:22 BETH PRATT:
This biological stitch on top of it is going to make
this ecosystem whole.

49. 1 01:09:38:16 VO:
BUT THE SAME YEAR CONSTRUCTION
BEGAN, TRAGEDY STRUCK.

THERE WAS HEARTBREAK ACROSS
CALIFORNIA AS NEWS SPREAD THAT P-22
HAD BEEN EUTHANIZED.

50. 1 01:09:52:10 BETH PRATT:

The cars that he had so successfully evaded for so
long in the end doomed him again. He was pretty
seriously hit by a car and it was really devastating.

Nothing prepared me for when we made the
announcement. The outpouring of support from
around the world really helped us.

51.101:10:13:08 VO:
SIX THOUSAND GATHERED AT LA’S FAMOUS
GREEK THEATER

SCIENTISTS, POLITICIANS, CELEBRITIES,
INDIGENOUS LEADERS, TO MOURN AND
CELEBRATE P-22’S LIFE TOGETHER.

52. 101:10:28:14 BETH PRATT:

What | did promise him is we would make the world
a safer place for his kind and all wildlife and that his
death would not be in vain.

53. 101:10:37:16 VO:

INSPIRED BY THE CELEBRATION OF P-22’S
LIFE, BETH AND HER COLLEAGUES SAW AN
OPPORTUNITY TO GROW THE WILDLIFE
CROSSING MOVEMENT.
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ACROSS THE UNITED STATES, STUDIES
ESTIMATE THAT ONE TO TWO MILLION
COLLISIONS BETWEEN CARS AND LARGE
ANIMALS OCCUR EVERY YEAR, CAUSING
OVER EIGHT BILLION DOLLARS IN DAMAGE.

SO THE TEAM CREATED A FUND TO SUPPORT
CORRIDOR CONSTRUCTION ACROSS THE
COUNTRY.

54.

01:11:11:05

BETH PRATT:
You’re going to meet some of the people who are
crazy enough to join me...

It's my goal in the next two years to raise $500
million from private philanthropists to help advance
these projects quickly. There are hundreds of
projects that could go almost immediately if the
funding's just there.

55.

01:11:32:15

VO:

CUE A CROSS-COUNTRY ROAD TRIP TO RAISE
AWARENESS FOR NEEDED CROSSINGS AND
HIGHLIGHT SUCCESSFUL ONES.

56.

01:11:40:12

BETH PRATT:

We're going to Arizona, Texas, Louisiana, Florida,
all the states in between and look at projects that
are working.

57.

01:11:47:16

STEVE WINTER:
We're going to show wildlife overpasses and
underpasses and the people involved in them.

58.

01:11:54:11

TRENT BOTKIN:
We are here at the Pelloncillo Mountains.

59.

01:11:57:00

NEAL DARBY:

We found three main points where our science is
showing that this is where bighorn sheep would
Cross.
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60. | 01:12:04:19 STEVE WINTER:
And this is just the beginning of a multi-year project.
61. 101:12:08:12 THOMAS YAMASHIMA:
We get a lot of bobcats, coyotes, javalinas, white-
tailed deer, opossums, raccoons.
62. 1 01:12:14:22 LAURA HACKETT:
Tucker is an amazing success story.
63. | 01:12:17:11 WILLIAM FREUND:
We have a couple of Panther tracks right here.
64. |1 01:12:20:08 DAN SMITH:
This is addressing not just individual mortalities, but
it's actually reconnected the landscape here.
65. 1 01:12:27:18 BETH PRATT:
We are wildlife, we are part of the same natural
system, and we all play integral roles here.
66. [ 01:12:36:14 VO:
STORIES OF ICONS LIKE P-22 CONTINUE HELP
GARNER THE SUPPORT AND FUNDING THAT’S
NEEDED.
67. 1 01:12:46:11 BETH PRATT:

Even if we never saw P-22, to just know that he
was there. There is something that even the most
devoted city lover loved about that.

The reason this project and P-22 really captured
people's imaginations around the world is it's a
hopeful one. This is one we're going to win. This is
one that we solve the problem.

10




